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B U Y E R ' S  C O M PA R I S O N  G U I D E

Soaker hose vs drip vs sprinkler
Soaker hose, drip line and sprinklers all deliver water, but they suit different beds, budgets and

customers. This is a practical comparison for buyers deciding which watering method to stock

and sell, and for retailers explaining the choice to a customer.

SOAKER HOSE

Weeps at the root

Seeps water along its whole

length at the root line. Best for

garden rows, borders, hedges and

raised beds. Low cost, near-zero

setup.

DRIP IRRIGATION

Emitters at set points

Delivers water through emitters

at set points. Best for spaced

plants, containers and precise

control. More parts, more

planning.

SPRINKLER

Sprays overhead

Sprays water over the canopy.

Best for lawns and large open

areas. Simple to run, but the least

efficient of the three outdoors.

How the three compare

Dimension Soaker hose Drip irrigation Sprinkler

Water delivery Weeps along full length Drips at emitters Sprays overhead

Efficiency outdoors High, at the root line High, at the root zone Lowest, loses to wind and

evaporation

Setup effort Near zero, unroll and

connect

Higher, lay tubing and

place emitters

Low, stake and connect

Cost Lowest per run Higher, more parts Low per unit

Leaves stay dry Yes Yes No

Best for Rows, borders, hedges,

raised beds

Spaced shrubs and

containers

Open lawns and large

areas

General guidance for retail education, not a lab benchmark. Efficiency depends on layout, pressure and how the system is run.

Efficiency: water that reaches the root

Overhead sprinklers lose water to evaporation and wind before it reaches the soil. Soaker and drip both

apply water at or near the root zone, so more of it does useful work. The U.S. EPA's WaterSense program

highlights that watering efficiently outdoors is one of the biggest levers households have for cutting

outdoor water use. Agricultural irrigation research reaches the same conclusion at scale: applying water at

the root zone rather than spraying it broadly is what raises efficiency. A well-run soaker line can save a

large share of the water a sprinkler would use on the same bed, which is the reason a soaker hose leads

with "saves up to 70% water versus sprinklers."

Cost and setup

Soaker hose is the lowest-friction option: unroll it along the bed, connect it, add a pressure regulator and

turn on the tap. There is almost nothing to assemble. Drip systems cost more and take planning, because
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you are laying tubing and placing emitters per plant. Sprinklers are cheap per unit but waste water and

wet foliage, which some crops dislike.

Where each method wins

Situation Best method Why

Vegetable rows and borders Soaker hose Even seeping along the whole row, minimal setup

Spaced shrubs and containers Drip Water only where the plants are

Open lawn Sprinkler Covers a wide area quickly

Hedges and raised beds Soaker hose Runs the length of the bed at the root line

Greenhouse and tunnel beds PE seepage hose Buried seepage line for controlled root-zone watering

Matching a pitta soaker size to the job

Within the soaker method, bore size decides which run a hose suits. This is how the pitta soaker range

lines up against common jobs.

pitta soaker line Bore Best fit

1/2" Round Soaker (PT-RS12) 1/2" · 14.6 mm

OD

The versatile workhorse: home beds, borders, lawn edges,

orchard rows

5/8" Porous Soaker (PT-RS58) 5/8" · 20 mm

OD

Higher flow for larger beds, longer lawn edges and wider

orchard rows

1/2" Foamed-Rubber Soaker

(PT-RF12)

1/2" · 16.8 mm

OD

Gentle, even seep on a 50 m coil for lawns and flowerbeds

1/2" Reinforced Soaker (PT-

RR12)

1/2" · 16.8 mm

OD

Abrasion-resistant, high-volume line for marketplace and

private-label listings

1/2" PE Seepage (PT-PE12) 1/2" · PE +

rubber

Farm, greenhouse and buried micro-irrigation at agricultural

volume

Outer diameters shown are supplier figures. Working pressure, burst pressure and certifications are confirmed per order; contact

us for the spec.

Pressure matters for all three

Whatever method a customer picks, residential pressure is often too high for soaker and drip products.

Residential outdoor pressure often sits near 60 to 70 PSI, while soaker hose is built for far less. A 15 PSI

pressure regulator protects the line and prevents the bursting that drives soaker returns. Stocking soaker

hose alongside a regulator, or as a kit, reduces the odds of a disappointed customer.

Frequently asked questions

Is soaker hose more efficient than a sprinkler?

For beds and rows, yes. Soaker hose applies water at the root line rather than spraying it over the canopy, so far

less is lost to evaporation and wind.

Should a retailer stock soaker or drip?

Both, for different customers. Soaker hose is the easy, low-cost choice for rows, borders and raised beds. Drip suits

customers with spaced plants who want per-plant control.
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Do I need a pressure regulator with soaker hose?

On a typical residential line, yes. A 15 PSI regulator keeps the hose at the pressure it was built for and prevents

bursting.

Deciding which methods to carry in your line? The pitta soaker range covers most of the garden-retail base

with 1/2" and 5/8" sizes, plus foamed-rubber, reinforced and PE seepage builds. Every line waters at the root to

save up to 70% versus sprinklers, at low MOQ and private-label ready. Working pressure, burst pressure and

certifications are confirmed per order rather than published as fixed figures. 

Request a wholesale quote with your target

sizes

pitta@pittahose.com · WhatsApp +86 139 6164

6165

pittahose.com/en/contact 
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